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labours and cares bore much fruit of worldly gain. For he
laboured not only as a merchant but also as a shipman...to
Denmark and Flanders and Scotland; in all which lands he
found certain rare, and therefore more precious, wares, which
he carried to other parts wherein he knew them to be least
familiar, and coveted by the inhabitants beyond the price of
gold itself; wherefore he exchanged these wares for others
coveted by men of other lands; and thus he chaffered most
freely and assiduously. Hence he made great profit in all
his bargains, and gathered much wealth in the sweat of his
brow; for he sold dear in one place the wares which he had
bought elsewhere at a small price.
Then he purchased the half of a merchant-ship with certain
of his partners in the trade; and again by his prudence he
bought the fourth part of another ship. At length, by his
skill in navigation, wherein he excelled all his fellows, he
earned promotion to the post of steersman....
p. 30. For he was vigorous and strenuous in mind, whole
of limb and strong in body. He was of middle stature, broad-
shouldered and deep-chested, with a long face, grey eyes most
clear and piercing, bushy brows, a broad forehead, long and
open nostrils, a nose of comely curve, and a pointed chin.
His beard was thick, and longer than the ordinary, his mouth
well-shaped, with lips of moderate thickness; in youth his
hair was black, in age as white as snow; his neck was short
and thick, knotted with veins and sinews; his legs were some-
what slender, his instep high, his knees hardened and horny
with frequent kneeling; his whole skin rough beyond the
ordinary, until all this roughness was softened by old age....
In labour he was strenuous, assiduous above all men; and,
when by chance his bodily strength proved insufficient, he
compassed his ends with great ease by the skill which his
daily labours had given, and by a prudence born of long ex-
perience..,.He knew, from the aspect of sea and stars, how
to foretell fair or foul weather. In his various voyages he
visited many saints1 shrines, to whose protection he was wont
most devoutly to commend himself; more especially the church
of St Andrew in Scotland, where he most frequently made and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